
Gloucester Township Human Relations Commission
Meeting June 15, 2010
Called to order at 7:10 pm

Those Present:  Mary Dorazo, Esther Velasquez, Laura Powers, Sgt. Dominic Cappola, Captain 
Jeff Weiserth, Dave McMurray, Charles Klingberg and Minhayul Azad

Mary asked if everyone had a chance to review the minutes from our May meeting. The minutes 
were approved from the May meeting.

Mary handed out copies of our by-laws from 2008 for everyone to review.   In the by –laws it is 
stated that only members that have been commissioners for one year are permitted to run for a 
position.  This would include Mary Dorazo, Dave McMurray and Dexter Smith.  Mary would 
like to table the nominations until she has a chance to speak to the Mayor about amending or 
waving this by-law

A motion was made by Laura Powers and second by Dave McMurray to table our nominations 
until next meeting (July 20) All in favor.

Everyone should review the by-laws to discuss at our next meeting. Jim Peeler the State Human 
Relations chairperson will be here to answer any question we may have about our by-laws and 
the commissioner’s function in our township.  

Sgt. Cappola talked about a bias incident in the township.  Juveniles panted and burned a 
swastika in Valley Brook.  The juveniles were caught and the investigation determined that there 
was no intimidation so they were not charged with a bias crime. There were charged with other 
offences. The commissioners questioned what makes certain actions a crime. Sgt. Cappola 
explained that there has to be an intimidation factor.

Chuck Klingberg talked about an incident were a neighbor has joint custody of their child.  The 
police were called to the father’s home several times one evening because the mother said she 
could not reach anyone on the phone. The police went to the house and determined that 
everything was okay, that they were all sleeping. He said the police went out to the house three 
times. Chuck said the mother was just using the police department to harass the child’s father. 

Sgt. Cappola said they have had similar incidents were one parent will use the police to harass 
another parent.  It is not right but they have to go out to check.

We discussed the phone line that is set up for people to call in and leave a message when they 
feel that they have been offended in some way or witness offenses against someone else.   

We discussed who would retrieve the messages and how we would address the messages.  It was 
determined that one person should check the phone line and discuss with Sgt. Cappola, then 
bring the complaint to the commissioners.  The chairperson should check the line for calls. 
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If the chairperson is not available he/she will designate someone during the Chairpersons 
absence.

Dave McMurray asked if there is a room in the Municipal Building where we would be able to 
meet with the person or persons. Mary will address this with the Mayor.

We would like the commission to be more active with the police department when there is a 
report of an incident. Dave said we would like to mediate and arbitrate at the local level. We will  
discuss ways we can be more involved at our next meeting in July. Jim Peeler will be present to 
answer our questions. He will also talk to us about training for commissioners.

Mary would like our commissioners to learn more about the cultures of the many diverse people 
in our community. 

We talked about inviting high school students either a junior or senior to be a member of the 
commission.  This would be at the discretion of the school principal. We thought this would be a 
positive action to help build the relationship between the commission and the schools. Mary will 
speak to  Dave Carlamere about a student becoming a member of the commission.

The High School has a Challenge Day every year that we have been invited to in the past.  
Dave McMurray will contact the Jan Vizoco; she is the person who organizes the day’s activities. 
He will try to schedule Jan to come out to our meeting in September. 

Laura asked Min what he hears or sees in the school.

Min said they he is usually with the same people all the time so he has not encountered and 
incidents himself.  He did share with us an incident when a Mosque was to be built in 
Clementon. A lot of the neighbors were against it. 

This was around the time of the 911 attacks and people were frightened and overreacting to the 
building of the Mosque in their community.

Charlie Klingberg discussed some of the incidents he has encountered while working at Motor 
Vehicle and the way people tend to disrespect other people.

A motion was made by Chuck and second by Dave to adjourn at 8:00 pm

The guest at our next meeting will be Jim Peeler, Chairperson State Human Relations 
Commission.

Next meeting:                                                                        Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Dorazo

Date: July 20, 2010
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: Gloucester Municipal Building
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